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SUBJECT: INTELSAT CONSIDERATION OE SHUTTLE AND ARIANE 
REE: A) STATE 019854 B) CARACAS 0552 

1. EMBASSY DISCUSSED MATTER WITH GERARDO GONZALEZ-BLANCO, CHIEF 
OF INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS, NATIONAL TELEPHONE COMPANY CANTV, 

WHO WILL BE THE VENEZUELAN DELEGATE AT THE FORTHCOMING INTELSAT MEETI 
NG. 

2. GONZALEZ-BLANCO STATED THAT THERE IS NO DOUBT IN HIS MIND 
THAT THE SPACE SHUTTLE WOULD PROVIDE MORE SAFETY, RELIABILITY 
AND ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES OVER ARIANE. GONZALEZ-BLANCO 
VOLUNTEERED THE INFORMATION THAT THERE ARE CERTAIN CIRCLES 
WITHIN GOV AND ESPECIALLY IN THE OPPOSITION WHICH ARE DEMANDING 
A LESSENING OF TECHNOLOGICAL DEPENDENCE ON THE U.S. 

GONZALEZ-BLANCO FEELS, HOWEVER, AND ADDED THAT THE MAJORITY OF 
OFFICIALS AT THE DECISION-MAKING LEVEL EEEL LIKEWISE, THAT 
TECHNOLOGICAL DEPENDENCE IS PROFITABLE AND BENEFICIAL 

BASED ON TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS. HE LEFT NO DOUBT THAT HE WOULD VOTE 
FOR THE 

SHUTTLE AS LAUNCH VEHICLE, BUT OF COURSE WILL HAVE TO FOLLOW INSTR- 
UCTIONS ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AEFAIRS.. THE EMBASSY 
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BELIEVES AMBASSADOR TIRADO IS ALSO CONVINCED BUT WE DO NOT KNOW 
THE RESULT OF THE POLICY REVIEW REEERRED TO IN REE. B). 

3. INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, GONZALEZ-BLANCO HAS A LARGE MODEL 
OF THEARIANE ON HIS DESK, WHICH HE LAUGHLINGLY DESCRIBED AS 
FIETEEN YEARS BEHIND THE TIMES. 
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4. REGARDING REF. A), GONZALEZ-BLANCO STILL NOT SURE WHEN HE WILL 
DEPART. WE WILL TRY TO PIN DOWN NEXT WEEK. 

VAKY 
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